Global hotspot

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

POPULATION: 8.6 million

SUCCESSFUL START-UPS: Zoopla, Innocent, ASOS

PLUS POINT: 75 per cent of Fortune 500 companies have London offices
WHAT’S WORKING HERE: London is home to many of the world’s largest,
most influential brands, media and financial companies and hosts the most
start-ups in all of Britain. It also has Europe’s greatest concentration of both
female entrepreneurs and higher education institutions. The capital is
brimming with not-for-profit organisations, creative talent and government-
funded initiatives (Tech City UK) to get your business off the ground. With
more than 300 languages spoken in London, there’s a strong cultural offering
when it comes to building a diverse, international business.

WHAT IN
THE WORLD?

Where’s the hottest place in the world to be a start-up or entrepreneur?
Is there one place you'd like to take your business. If you just said Silicon
Valley, then let us stop you for a moment. There is — quite literally —a
whole world out there for you to explore. Whitney Edwards has been
on a journey of discovery, and here she offers her top picks
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STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN

POPULATION: 2.2 million
SUCCESSFUL START-UPS: Spotify, Skype, SoundCloud

PLUS POINT: Fika with colleagues

WHAT’S WORKING HERE: Stockholm is one of the world’s most prolific tech hubs
— it is said to have the most digitally connected economy in the world. It has a
vibrant, entrepreneurial culture, wealth of talent from the university’s engineering
graduates and experienced tycoons who love a new challenge. This Nordic city has
excellent standards of living and an inspiring work-life balance featuring ‘fika’; a short
chat with colleagues featuring coffee and cake that boosts productivity. Start-ups
here need to network locally but think globally.

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

POPULATION: 4.9 million

SUCCESSFUL START-UPS: Canva, Campaign Monitor, Freelancer.com
PLUS POINT: Sydney Harbour on your doorstep

WHAT’S WORKING HERE: Beautiful scenery, friendly business culture
and incredible coffee — Sydney attracts many business owners.
There’s been an expansion in micro-businesses, with many start-up
accelerators and incubators plus quality supporting infrastructure.
The local workforce is multicultural, with many specialists in the tech
and creative industries. This city’s time zone overlaps with business
hours in Asia and the US West Coast — so you won'’t drop off the grid.
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Whatever corner of the UK your

business is in doesn’t matter, there’s
a fast growing network of high-tech,
innovative cities with which you and

your brand can connect
38



UK hotspot




